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PATENT 

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 
In re application of 
So KAWAMURA et al . 

Serial No. : New Application Group Art Unit: Unassigned 

Filed: October 22, 2001 Examiner: Unassigned 

For: METHOD FOR MANAGING PHYSICAL DISTRIBUTION 
WITH RETURNABLE CONTAINERS 

CLAIM FOR PRIORITY 

Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Sir : 

The benefit of the filing date of the following prior 
foreign application filed in the following country is hereby 
requested for the above-identified application and the priority 
provided in 35 U.S.C. 119 is hereby claimed: 

Japanese Patent Appln. No. 2000-325534, filed October 25, 2000. 

In support of this claim, a certified copy of said original 
foreign application is filed herewith. 

It is requested that the file of this application be marked 
to indicate that the requirements of 35 U.S.C. 119 have been 
fulfilled and that the Patent and Trademark Office kindly 
acknowledge receipt of this document. 

Respectfully submitted, 

PARKHURST & WENDEL , L.L.P. 

- Roger W. Parkhurst 

Registration No. 25,177 
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This is to certify that the annexed is a true copy 
of the following application as filed with this Office. 



Date of Application : October 25, 2000 



Application Number : Japanese Patent Application 

No. 2000-325534 



Appl i cant ( s ) : NGK INSULATORS , LTD . , 

AS AH I TEC CORPORATION and 
MEIKO TRANS CO., LTD. 



Certified on August 17, 2001 
Commissioner , 

Patent Office Kozo OIKAWA (Sealed) 
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